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PRESIDENTIAL 
ADVISORY COMMISSION 
ON HOLOCAUST ASSETS Edgar M. Bronfman Kenneth L Klothen 
IN THE UNITED STATES Chairman Executive Director< 

July 30, 1999 

James Billington 

Librarian of Congress 

1st Street and IndependenceiAvenue, S.E. 

Washington, D.C. 20540 


Dear Dr. Billington: 

In advance of our meeting n~xt Tuesday at 3:00 p.m., I am enclosing some background materials 
on the Presidential Advisory: Commission. 

My deputy, Gene Sofer and I would like to brief you on the research our Art and Cultural 
Property tearn has done with respect to the Library of Congress European Mission from 1943 to 
1947, and to discuss further ~teps that the Library might take in conjunction with the 
Commission. 

We look forward to seeing you next Tuesday. 

Executive Director 
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IN THE UNITED STATES Chairman , Executive Director 

September 14, 1999 

Dr. James Billington 
Librarian of Congress 
The Library of Congress , 
First and Independence Strt:ets, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20540 I 

Dear Dr. Billington: 

As promised in our meeting with you and your staff of several weeks ago, I am enclosing a copy 
of Robert Waite's summary paper prepared for the Department of Justice, Office of Spedal 
Investigations concerning the origin of books from the Offenbach Depot that appear to have 
come into the possession of the Library of Congress. 

Dr. Waite's paper indicates' that between March 1946 and April 1949 some 20,329 volumes from 
the Offenbach Depot went to the Library of Congress. Research by two other investigators a 
staff member of this Comniission' s research team and Astrid Eckert, a German graduate student 

appears to verify this clai;m. Although the different researchers come up with slightly different 
totals (our staff member believes that the correct total is 19,316; we are attempting to contact Ms. 
Eckert to get her estimate of the number), there is a consensus that approximately 20,000 
volumes whose original owners could not be identified were sent from Offenbach to the Library 
of Congress between March and September 1946. In addition, there is some indication that 
Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc., the entity subsequently charged with the distribution of 
unidentifiable books, deposited an unknown additional number of such volumes with the Library 

, in 1949. '; 

Based on our own review of the archival sources and on our discussions with your staff, there is 
no catalog or other summary list that would indicate which of t~e books in the Library's 
collection came from Offenbach and thus are likely to have come originally from victims of the 
Holocaust. We surmise that the vast majority of these books would have ended up in the 
Library's Hebraica collection, and we understand that it is accepted that there are volumes in that 

I 

collection that bear the Offenbach stamp. Short of individual examination of each volume in that 
collection, we are not awate of another means of identifying with specificity the actual books 
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I 



Billington 
09/14/99 
Page 2 of2 

likely to have originally bel~nged to Holocaust victims. 

I want to emphasize that nOI)e of our research suggests that the Library of Congress Mission to 
Europe acted in anything odler than good faith based on the best available information at the 
time with respect to books t~at may have originally belonged to owners who perished in the 
Holocaust. Indeed, we recognize the dedicated attempts that were made pursuant to Luther 
Evans' directives to assure that any material that could be restituted was returned to its original 
owner. 

! 
I 

Rather the issue seems to be how to appropriately acknowledge the fact that, despite the 
scrupulousness of the efforts of the past, books looted from victims of Nazi genocide reside in a 
federal institution. 

I do not think that there is necessarily any single best answer to this question, and therefore 
would like to suggest that ttie Library and the Presidential Advisory Commission on Holocaust 
Assets in the United States convene a joint committee to address this issue. Our Commission 
meets on October 14, and tnat meeting would be an appropriate time for the Commissioners to 
choose their representatives 'to such a committee. Please let me have your thoughts on this 
concept. 

Thank you again for meeting with us to discuss this matter. We appreciate your willingness to 
address this issue in a just and timely way. 

Sin 'y, 

enneth L. Klothen 

~__ 

Executive Director 

enclosure 

cc: 	Michael Gruneberger 
Elizabeth' Pugh 
Eli Rosenbaum (without enclosure) 



THE HANDLOCNG OF LOOTED BOOKS IN THE AMERICAN 

OCCUPATION ZONE, 1944-51 


Summary of a Report Prepared by the 

Office of Special Investigations, U.S. Department of Justice 


Robert G. Waite, Ph.D. 

The record of the United States in dealing with the 

unresolved issues o~ World War II has not always been worthy of 

praise. During the 'past 20 years, the U.S. Justice Department's 
1 

Office of Special I~vestigations has had occasion to examine some 

of the lingering questions about U.S. wartime and postwar actions 

in connection with the Holocaust. For example, OSI has uncovered 
I

and disclosed publicly extensive information regarding the 

r postwar employment oy the U.S. intelligence and other agencies of 

former Nazi officials and criminals as informants and agents.
I 

Last year; it w,as OSI' s research that established 
,,

conclusively that victim-origin gold and jewelry were transferred 

to Switzerland by the Third Reich and that victim-origin gold was 

knowingly transferre~ by US occupation authorities to the 
," 

Tripartite Gold Commission. 
; , 

At a December 1996 meeting of the Interagency Working Group 

on Nazi Assets, a suspicion was voiced that the Library of 

Congress had misappr?priated some 'books that had been looted-by 

the Nazis during the'war and subsequently seized by U.S. forces_ 
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I
investigated this matter for OSI and the following is a summary 

i 

of ' the findings, which are based on archival records located at 
I 

the National Archive and the Library of Congress. 
I 

By early 1946 approximately three million books, a fractionr 

of the total numbe~ looted by the Nazis from the Jewish 
I 

communities of Eur9pe, were captured by American forces and 

brought together a~ the Offenbach Archival Depot. To support the 

enormous undertakiI?-g of restituting these volumes, personnel with 

technical expertis~ were assigned to Offenbach Depot, including a 

member of the Library of Congress Mission . . 
I 

In the summer, lof 1945 the Library of Congress had sent a 

Mission 'to Europe and established procedures for handling the 

printed materials, lincluding the looted, books, captured by 

American forces. In addition to its other tasks, which included 

the purchase of books and the removal of Nazi-period records 

under the mandate of u.s. occupation government, the Library of 
• ICongress 1nescapably became involved with the issue of looted 

books. 
i

Interest in the question of restituting books which the 

Nazis stole from Eu~ope's, Jews grew quickly. In April 1946 
. 

Librarian of Congress Luther Evans addressed this issue. He 

noted that he had discussed the matter with U.s. officials and 

the Library of Congress Mission ,and warned: 

Among materials reaching the Library of. Congress from 
continental Europe (especially Germany) there may occur 
instances.of books bearing marks which indicate they 
belong to !libraries or other institutions of recognized 
standing. I Such books are to be segregated and called 
to the att'ention of the chief Exchange and Giftt 

http:instances.of
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Division~ 
I 

The same was true of books stolen from individuals--they were to 

be restituted. 

Books from the holdings of the Offenbach Depot were in fact 

transferred to the:Library of Congress Mission, which had agre~d 

in advance to comp~nsate "any possible claimants," and to return 
I . 

such books to thei~ rightful owners. The Library of Congress 
I 

Mission and offici~ls of the Offenbach Archival Depot certified 

that the transfers: 
, 

do(es) not include material confiscated by the NSDAP 
from countries other than Germany which would be 
subject to normal restitution procedures. 

The records of 
; 

the transfers from the Offenbach Depot to the 

Library of Congres~ Mission from March 1946 to April ,1949, during 

which 20,329 volumes went to the Library of Congress, demonstrate 
; 

that the responsibl:e officials took great care to screen out 

restitutable materi'al. 

By the summer 'of 1946 the officials of the Offenbach 

Archival Depot reco,gnized that approximately 500 ,000 volumes in 

their possession were "heirless," that they CQuld not be
l . . 
I 

restituted under the operative procedures. The question of what 

to do with them became a topic of intense discussion within the 
I 

U.S. military government and other interested parties. 

A method of disposing of these volumes was proposed in late 

1945 by the Commission on European Jewish Cultural 

Reconstruction, an 9rganization founded in New York City by 

"American Jewish religious leaders, scholars and educators. II It. 
I 
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recommended that heirless books and cultural items be distributed 

to centers of Jewish life and learning in the United States and 
I 

Palestine. Some officials in the U.S. Military Governmep.t and 

the Offenbach Depot asked that the Library of Congress 

participate, but L~brarian of Congress, Luther Evans declined, 

not wanting to commit the resources needed to catalog and 
I 

distribute the 500,000 volumes. 

In February 1949 the New York City based Jewish Cultural 

Reconstruction Inc. signed an agreement to take over and 

distribute the heirless books. Its directors, who included 

Koppel Pi.nson and Hannah Arendt, committed themselves to "make 
I 

every effort to locate the former owner or his heirs;" and any 

library to which it distributed books had to oblige itself to 

return "any books ~dentified by a claimant." 

By 1951, the efforts to find tlie owners of Jewish books 

looted by the Nazi~ was largely concluded. The Offenbach 

Archival Depot processed more than three million items, .returning 

most to the countries from which they had been stolen, including 
, 

eastern Europe (but not the Baltic states), before it concluded· 

its operations in April 1949. The 500,000 unrestitutable books 

went to the Jewish ICultural Reconstruction organization which 

distributed them to more than 30 libraries in the United States 

and Israel, including Yeshiva University, Hebrew Union C~llege~ 

YIVO, the New York I Public Library, Hebrew University Library, and 

Columbia, Harvard,IJohns Hopkins, and Yale. 
i 

That the Offenbach Archival Depot restituted to the country 
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of origin more tharitwo million volumes in three years is 

striking~ During these years, the Library of Congress received 

from the Offenbach Depot 23,329 books, and its Mission in Europe 

took great care not to transfer to its collections books that 
I 

could be restituted. 

During the course of my research, I found no documentation 

in the National Arcpive or the Library of Congress that suggested 

or stated ithat,the representatives of the Library of Congress had 

acted inappropriateiy in obtaining books that should have been 

restituted or given! other appropriate disposition. The research 

did show that 
, 
in the

I 
case of books, cultural materials looted by 

the Nazis and captured by Allied forces could be and in fact were 
i 

restituted efficiently and in an expeditious manner. 
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To: 	 Edgar M. Bronf~an, Chair 
From: 	 Kenneth Klothen, Executive Director 
Re: 	 Looted Jewish Books in the Library of Congress Status of Discussions with the 

Library 
Date:. 	 October 7, 1999 

As you know, we have followed up on research originally conducted by the Office of 
Special Investigations (OSI) at the Department of Justice, which indicated that between 
1946 and 1949 books, in~luding those looted from Jews, were taken into the Library of 
Congress collections fro~ the Offenbach Depot, the repository in occupied Germany for 
books seized from Nazi ~ources. Our independent investigations led us to conclude that 
the original OS! work was accurate. 

Having reached that conclusion, we requested a meeting with Dr. James Billington, the 
Librarian of Congress. At that meeting, held late in August and attended by Dr. 
Billington, the Associate'Librarian for Library Services, the Head of the Hebraic Section, 

I 

and the Library's General Counsel, the Library's staff expressed skepticism about our 
conclusions, and opined ~hat their view of OSI's work was that it did not conclude that 
looted books were in the:Library's collection. They asked us to supply them with 
additional details regarding the basis and nature of our conclusions. 

On September 14, we sent Dr. Billington the enclosed letter. In the letter, we suggested 
that a joint committee of: senior staff of the Library and members of this Commission be 
named to address the iss~e, determine the relevant facts and arrive at an appropriate 
resolution. I . 

To date, we have had no response to our September 14 letter. We have, however, 
continued to refine our understanding of the relevant facts as they are available to us, and 
have spoken to the Direc:tor of OS! and met with its chief historian. This further review 
leads us to the conclusion that, although the absolute number of such books may be 
small, it is extremely u~likely that the Library's collection does not contain some 
books originally looted :by the Nazis from Holocaust victims. 

We also believe that the Library is best situated to add to the current state of our 
knowledge. For example, we do not know what documentation the Library has of its 
accessions during the years 1946-1949. We do not know how easy or difficult it would 
be to review the Library':s sub-collections, such as the Hebraic collection, to determine 
whether books contain evidence of having come from Offenbach and how many there 
are. We do not have a clear idea whether and how a cross-match of the Library's 

; 


I 


collection with existing Vsts or data bases of known looted books might be accomplished. 



In short, we continue to believe that the best approach to this issue is a joint examination 
conducted by the Commission and the Library. Unfortunately, the Library seems 

I 

unwilling to undertake such an effort. 

Thus, I am prepared to discuss with you prior to the Commission's October 14 meeting 
how to bring this matter before the Commission and what further steps to suggest. 

I look forward to discussing this matter with you further at our pre-meeting briefing. 
i ~ 
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" PRESIDENTIAL" ADVISQRY COMMISSION ON 
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PRESIDENTIAL 
ADVISORY COMMISSION 
ON HOLOCAUST ASSETS Edgar M. Bronfman Kenneth L Klothen 

"IN THE UNITED STATES Chairman ' Executive Director 

September 14, 1999 

Dr. James Billington 
Librarian of Congress 
The Library of Congress 1 

First and Independence Streets, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20540 i 

DearUr. Billington: 

As promised in our meeting with you and your staff of several weeks ago, I am enclosing a copy 
of Robert Waite's summarYpaper prepared for the Department of Justice, Office of Special 
Investigations concerning tpe origin of books from the Offenbach Depot that appear to have 
come into the possession of the Library of Congress. ," " 

Dr. Waite's paper indicatesithat between March 1946 and April 1949 some 20,329 volumes from 
the Offenbach Depot went to the Library of Congress. Research by two other investigators - a 
staff member of this Co:rn:rn1ssion's research team and Astrid Eckert, a German graduate student 
- 'appears to verify this claifn. Although the different researchers come up with slightly different 
totals (our staff member beHeves that the correct total is 19,316; we are attempting to contact Ms. 
Eckert to get her estimate of the number), there is a consensus that approximately 20,000 
volumes whose original owners could not be identified were sent from Offenbach to the Library 
ofCongress between March and September 1946. In addition, there is some indication that 
Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc., the entity subsequently charged with the distribution of 

" unidentifiable boOks, deposited an unknown additional number of such volumes with the Library 
in 1949.·! " 

1 

Based on our own review of the archival sources and on our discussions with your staff, there is 
no catalog or other summary list that would indicate which of the books in the Library's 
collection came.from Offenbach and thus are likely to have comeoriginaI1y from victims of the 
Holocaust We surmise that: the vast majority of these books would have ended up in the 
Library's Hebraica collection, and we understand that it is accepted that there are volumes in that' 
collection that bear the Offel)bach stamp. Short of individual examination of each volume in that 
collection, we are not aware :of another means of identifying with specificity the actual books 

901 15th Street, NW • Suite ~50 • Washington, DC 20005 • 202-371-6400 • Fax 202-371-5678 
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i 

likely to have originally b~longed to Holocaust victims. 
I 

I want to emphasize that none of our research suggests that the Library ofCongress Mission to 
Europe acted in anything bther than good faith based on th~ best available information at the 
time with respect to book~ that may have originally belonged to owners who perished in the 
Holocaust. Indeed, We recognize the dedicated attempts that were made pursuant to Luther 
Evans' directives to assure that any material that could be restituted was returned to its original 
owner. 

Rather the issue seems to ~e how to appropriately acknowledge the fact that, despite the 
scrupulousness of the efforts of the past, books looted from victims of Nazi genocide reside in a 
federal institution.! '. . '. . . . . . 

I do not think that there is hecessarily any single best ~swer to this question, and therefore 
would like to suggest that the Library and the Presidential Advisory Coffirnission on Holocaust 
Assets in the United States; convene a joint committee to address this issue. Our Commission 
meets dn October 14, and that meeting would be an appropriate time for the Commissioners to 
choose' their representative~ to.such a committee. Please let me have your thoughts on this 
oo~. i 	 . 

Thank you again for meetirig with us to discuss this matter. We appreciate your willingness to 
address this issue in a just .htd timely way. . .' .... ' .. 

-

Executive Director 

enclosure 

cc: 	Michael Gruneberger 
Elizabeth Pugh 
Eli Rosenbaum (without enclosure) 
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, PRESIDENTIAL ADVISORY COMMISSION ON 

jHOLOCAUST ASSETS IN THE UNITED STATES. 
PRESIDENIlAL 

ADVISORY COMMISSION 
ON HOLOCAUST ASSETS Edgar M. Bronfman Kenneth L. KlotbenIN THE UNITED STATES Chairman Executive Director 

To: Presidential Advisory Commission (\) Holocaust Assets in the United States 
: ! ' 
, " 

From: Kenneth Klothen, Executive Direcl ... ___~---.t .... 

Re: Discussions with Library of Congress Regarding Looted Books in its Collection 

Date: October 12, 1999 
I 

Commission staff have followed up on research originally conducted by Dr. Robert 
Waite of tqe Office of Special Investigations (OS I) at the Department of Justice, which 
indicated that between 1,946 and 1949 books, including those looted from Jews, were 
taken into the Library of Congress collections from the Offenbach Depot, the repository 
in occupied Germany for books seized from Nazi sources. Our independent 
investigations led us to tonclude that the original OSI work was accurate. 

Having reached that conclusion, we requested a meeting with Dr. James Billington, the 
Librarian of Congress. At that meeting, held late in August and attended by Dr. 
Billington, the Associate Librarian for Library Services, the Head of the Hebraic Section, 

. and the Library's Geneqll Counsel, the Library's staff expressed skepticism about our 
conclusions, and opined; that their view of OS!' s work was that it did not conclude that 
the Library's collection included looted books. Dr. Billington asked us to 'supply him 
with additional details r~garding the basis and nature of our conclusions. 

On September 14, we sent Dr. Billington a letter, in which we summarized our staffs 
pertinent research findings and suggested that a joint committee of senior staff of the 
Library and members of: this Commission be named to address the issue, determine the 
relevant ~acts and arrive; at an appropriate resolution. 

Between September 14 knd now, we continued to investigate this matter and held several 
discussions with staff at OSI regarding the evidence. As a result of these further efforts, 
we have come to believ~ that it is more difficult to prove that a significant number of the 
books from the so-called Rosenberg Collection that came into the possession of the 
Library of Congress were originally looted. We have alsoiconcluded that the evidence 
is overwhelming that a significant percentage of the books that came into the 
Library's collection in:1949 from the Jewish Cultural Reconstruction Organization 

! 
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were originally looted from Holocaust victims. These refinements in our thinking were 
shared with the Library's staft 

I 

I 

On October 8, we recei,:,ed Dr. Billington's reply. In a letter delivered to our offices, Dr. 
Billington disputed our 'view of the OSI conclusions, citing language from the OSI report 
that confirmed the Library's primary interest in obtaining Nazi literature from Offenbach, 
and emphasized the finding that the books from the JCRO were non-restitutable. Dr. 
Billingtori declined our suggestion to form a joint committee to review the facts and 
determine appropriate actions. 

In the Commission staffs view, Dr. Billington's letter fails to understand that the policies 
in place at the time these books were acquired assured only that restitutable books did not 
pass into the Library's collection. Non-restitutable books that had originally been looted' 
could and did come intq the Library's possession precisely through the good faith 
application of these appropriate policies. In suggesting that the issue is how many such 
books came into the Library, what they are and what acknowledgement should be made 
of this fact, the Commi~sion staff is not implying that the Library has done anything 
wrong. 

Ultimately, the Library is in the best position to determine what the facts are - by 
reviewing its own records. For example, we do not know what documentation the 
Library has of its access:ions during the years 1946-1949. We do not know how easy or 
difficult it would be to review the Library's sub-collections, such as the Hebraic 

I 
collection, to determine:whether books contain evidence of having come from Offenbach 
and how many there are~ We do not have a clear idea whether and how a cross-match of 

. the Library's collection with existing lists or .data bases of known looted books might be 
. I 

accomplished.: . 
I 

I 


In a recent telephone copversation, theLibrary's General Counsel has indicated a 
willingness to "continu~ to discuss" this matter. We doubt whether much more in the. 
way of staff-to-staff discussions will be fruitful, and remain convinced that it is 
appropriate for the Library to agree publicly to pursue, together with the Commission, the 
relevant facts pertaining: to the provenance of all the Offenbach books in its collection: It 
is also appropriate, in our view, for the Library to consider - also in conjunction with the 
Commission - what if apy recognition of these facts is apprQpriate. 

Unfortunately, the Libr~ry seems unwilling to undertake the kind of transparent, high 

level effort the Commission's staff recommends. 
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SHE~T. PLEASE CALL IF INCOMPLETE. 


To: 	 Members of the Presidential Advisory 

Commission on Holocaust Assets in the United 

State$: 


Hon. Edgar M. Bronfman Han. Rick Lazio 	 Han. Patricia Scott Schroeder 
Han. Barbara Boxer 	 Han. Ira H. Leesfield Han. Brad Sherman 
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i
From: 	 Kenneth L. Klothen 


Executive Director 

Voice: (202) 371-6400, x440 

Fax: (202) 371-5678 


Message: 	 The following memo updates you on the status 

of oui conversations with the Library of 

Congress. 


Please note that this matter is on the agenda 
for discussion at our meeting on Thursday. 
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October 26. 1 ~99 
! 
! 

Mr. Kenneth LI. Klothen 
Executive Director 
Presidential ACJvisory Commission on 
Holocaust Assets in the United States 
901 15th Street. NW 
Washington. DC 20005 

, ' , , I 

Dear Ken: 

This letter follows up ourvery interesting meetings last on October 14, 1999. First, 
however. I must ask that when you speak to Chairman Bronfman that you wish 

I , 

him a full and rapid recovery. I hope he is feeling better and healing quickly. 

Now. back to the meeting. Although the Gold Train report certainly captured the 
interest and a«ention of everyone. I was particularly perplexed by the non-closure 
of the Library ofCongress issue. In brief. it does not appear that we are getting 
the full story. O( perhaps we are just not getting full cooperation. 

, , ~ \ 

There is no d~bate that the looted books are in possession of the Library of 
Congress. ThEt exact number of books is recorded. However, we are told that no 
inventory, title pr subject matter is available. It does not make sense that these 
books are not s'omehow catalogued or registered. It is more difficult to believe that 
they are "commingled" with twenty-five million other vc;>lumes and cannot be 
, identified or located. . , 

i 
I am interested, to know the nature and subject matter of these books. If they are 
religious in nature, every effort should be made to restitute and restore these 
books back to the congregations, synagogues and communities from which they 
came. Parts of the European Jewish community are struggling for identity and 
resurgence. Having books and pieces of their history restored should be a high 
'priority of our cpmmission. 

. 
, i, ..' 

, 

I would very much appreciate receiving the full OSI report so I may follow up 
further on some very important questions., 
" , 

I 
<:, . 

i ,Key West, Flpr'ida 33040 

, 3D,?/336.6400~"". ' 
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I know from speaking to a number.of other commissioners that they were not 
satisfied with I the responses we received from the Library of Congress 
Representatives. I would like to delve further into this matter and request 
whatever documentation is available. 

I know we can' get the cooperation of the Administration and Congress on this 
issue. Repre~entatives Lazio and Gilman were in attendance during this 
discussion and were enthusiastic about our follow up. 

Otherwise, I did want to mention a consensus of the Commission that our. 
meetings be le~gthened to allow full and complete discussion and inquiry into the 
important leads we are following. I would suggest at least 3 hours for the entire 
commission to meet, followed by our sub-committee meetings. 

Thank you for ~II of your help and attention in these matters. I look forward to 
speaking with you very shortly. 

I HUrah I 

cc: Holocaust Advi~ory Committee Members . ., 

! 
I·, 

. , 
'E.. • , i 

.:! '~ .• 

..\ .... 
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To: Ira Leesfield . 
From: Ken Klothen 
Re: Library of Congress Meeting - Briefing Materials 
Date: 5 November 19~9 

Enclosed are self-explanatory materials on the issue of looted books in the Library of 
Congress. 

I 

I 


Please note that the list Of books sent to the ~ibrary from Offenbach via the JCRO in 
1949, prepared'at the time by Col. Seymour Pomrenze, shows that among the 
approximately 5,000 books received from the JCRO were a number of "rare books." 
This is inconsistent with what the Library has told us, and it would seem that at least they 
should be able to reviewitheir rare Hebraic book collection for these materials. 

In addition, Pomrenze told us orally that he doubts that ,the materials shipped to the 
Library from the so-called ERR, which was the collection of the Nazi's "Institute for the 
Study of the Jewish Question," can be presumed not to have been looted. We are looking 
at the records of the Nuremberg trials relating to this Institute to see what evidence they 
contain. This issue implicates the approximately 20,000 books shipped directly to the 
Library by the Library of Congress Mission prior to 1949. 

I look forward to your participation in this meeting. Thank you for re-arranging your 
schedule to attend. !. . 

. ; 



--W.J.C.NY 

.... _........_. 
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STATEMENT OF THE LUBRARV OF CONGRESSION HOLOCAUST ASSETS 
j 
I 

The Library of Congress Is cooperating fully with the Presidential Advisory Commission 

on Holocaust Assets in the Unit$d Slates, and we will continue to do so. 


I 

I 

From 1945 to 1947. thellibrary of Ccmgress (LC Mission to e: ...rope), working closely wIth 

military officials in the American Zone of Occupation In Germany, aequirEld from Nazi 

organizations and research in~titutes I~rge numbers of books and other materials Chal were 

subject to oonfiscation by the military government. Based on information provided to date to the 

Library by tne Presidential Advisory Commission - as wall as on a draft report: received in the 

Library on September 22, 1999, ~yDr. Robert Waite of the Justice Department about the activities 

of the LC Mission - there is notring in the historical record to suggest that the library's Mission 

to Europe improperlv acquired ~ny books or other materials from victims of the Holocaust. 


! 

. Ac~ording to Dr. Waite's report: "The cables, lefters, memoranda prcduced by ine 

Mission and by Luther Evans, t~e librarian of Congress (at that time), reveal the c;:&re with whiCh 

his organization approached the matter of looted books and Jewish cultural items seized by the 

Nazis. In particular, Evans shl~ed repeatedly that the Library of Congress would not accept any 

SL./ch books .... The Library of Congr~ss mission Was more interested in obtaining materials 

generated by the Nazis, ",at~riaI8 that were not 10 be left in Germany on orders of the 

occupation government and iwhiCh [V/Quld] otherwise be destroyed [emphasis ours]." 


I 

. Belween 1949 a.nd Hi~2. Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. (CR), a New York-based 

umbrella organiza.tion, distrlbu,tad approximately 500,000 books that nad belonged to Jewish 

victims of the holocaust but Which ~ould not be restituted. Dr. Waite characterizes these books 

as follows in his recent report: IThe disposition of lhe books that could not be restituted. the 

heirless or unidentifiable mat~rials, carne after long negotiations and serious thought by the 

responsible authorities and interested civilian institutions." The boo~s were given to libraries in 

Israel. the United States, Westem Europe. and Latin America. 


. I 

In the United Slates, ~irst priority for the receipt of tto.ese materials was given to Jewish 

libraries and institUtions; non~Jewish libraries like the Library of Congress were in the Ilist priority 

category. In the first category;. 'for ex.aFTIpls, according to JCR records, the Jewish Theological 

Semimlry in New York receNed 13,32Q books: Brandeis University receivsd 11 )288 books: and 

Hebrew Union College in Cin~lnnati received 9,B20. The Library of Congress received 5,708 

books; wt'Iile Columbia LJni\lersity. Ha~ard University, New York Public Library and New York 

Unillersityall received between 2.'00 and 2.500 volumes from the JCR The acquisition of JCR 

boo\(s by the Library of Congress was announced in the Library's Quarterly Journal of Currenr 

Aequisit;Qns (Febl'uary, 1951)l 


I 9/28/00
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September 29,2000 

Dear Chairman Bronfman: ' 

As you know, over the last year we have worked closely and cooperatively with the 
Presidential Advisory Commission on Holocaust Assets in the United States, to identify the 
books, periodicals, and newspapers that were acquired by the Library through the agency of the 
Jewish Cultural Reconstruction (JCR), as well as through other sources in the immediate 
aftermath of the Holocaust. I am writing to update you on our progress and our plans. 

I ' 

We are pleased that our collective efforts over the last year and public testimony have 
confirmed what the Library believed at the outset - that the United States acquisition of 
unrestitutible Holocaust era books was proper and consistent with the procedures established by 
the United States Government. 

I 

Working diligently, staff of both the Library and Commission located sufficient 
information to enable the Commission to undertake.a sampling of the Library's Hebraic 
collections. ' During July, we accorded a team of samplers from the Commission unprecedented 
and total access to the Hebra,ic stacks, in compliance with the Library's collections security 
procedures. Using a sampling method designed by ProfessoiArthur Kirsch of George 
Washington University, thet,eam physically examined more than 25,000 Hebraic volumes. 

We agree that the JCR collection should be handled in a manner suited to its special 
provenance. To further the goal of identifying, recognizing, and providing special access to this 
unique collection, we will establish a "virtual library" of the titles of JCR and related books, 
which the public will be able to search on-line as well as to examine the volumes in-person in the 
Library's African and Middl~ Eastern Reading Room. The Library will also give priority to 
cataloging any of the books identified as belonging to this collection that have not been fully 
cataloged; and as we identif~ additional titles belonging to this collection, we will add a 
bibli.ographical note to each cataloging record to describe its special provenance. 

: 
In addition, we ate developing a collection "name" field, which will serve to 

aggregate all the records for the JCR collection within the virtual library. This step will enable 
users to click on a single "icon" or link that will lead them to every title in this special 
collection. The Library will also make this list of titles available to agencies, organizations, and 
individuals involved in the restitution of Holocaust-era assets. We expect to complete these 
preliminary steps shortly, at which point, we will create a test file with prototype records to 

. I i I T~e libr~rjan 'of COl)gress.. ' . ~. ~:: 
, .' . ., - - • - - • . I v '~. 
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perform a technical assessment. We also will track and monitor the level of effort, costs and 
. time estimates necessary to c,oinplete the entire collection. 

The Library also plans to include selected volumes from this collection in a major 
permanent exhibition of the Library's international treasures, which is slated to open next 
February in the historic and qewly-restored Thomas Jefferson Building. The captions used in 
this section of the exhibition will note the unique history of the volumes displayed. In addition, 
we will mount a display of JCR books in our African and Middle Eastern Reading Room in 2002 
to mark the 50th anniversary Of the completion of JCR's work in 1952. 

We look forward tb continuing to work with the Commission to educate the public 
about this important and historic collection. If you have any questions or suggestions, please do 
not hesitate to contact me at 202-707-5205, or our General Counsel, Elizabeth Pugh, at 202-707
1257. 

Sincer~'!Jy, 

" ,I ~-. ; /!1/;(, , " //1, (,~'( / ..J../ I / ,~t Ii' , ~J ~ v h / 

, J aIJles H. Billington / / ~ 

'...-Jhe Librarian of Cong#ss 

Mr. Edgar Bronfman 
Chairman, Presidential Advisory Commission 

on Holocaust Assets in the United States 
901 Fifteenth Street, N.W. - Suite 350 
Washington, DC 20005 


